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H E N D E R S O N V I L L E –    
Hendersonville City Council raised 
property taxes Tuesday largely to pay 
for replacing water and sewer lines and 
other capital projects, in approving a 
new $39.7 million budget that’s 31.5 
percent greater than the current $30.2 
million.

  After debating a rate of 36 or 38 
cents in a public hearing, Council stuck 
to the proposed 38 cents per $100 of 
property value. Council voted 4-1 for 
it, with Jeff Collis dissenting. The tax is 
only five cents (or 11.6 percent) lower 
than the current 43-cent rate. It is 4 
cents higher than the 34-cent “revenue -
neutral” amount that’d offset the hike in 
property revaluation over the last half-
decade plus rise to offset inflation.

  The amount tax bills rise varies by 
reassessment increase. Property value is 
up this year an average of 26.8 percent 
countywide, according to county data. 
In downtown Hendersonville, it soared 
60 percent. The 38-cent tax rate should 
bring in about $6.2 million, from a 
property tax base of $1.67 billion, City 
Manager Chris A. Carter said.

  Council eased the downtown tax 
district’s extra tax by 16.7 percent, from 
30 down to 25 cents (18 is revenue-
neutral), and lowered the Seventh 
Avenue Municipal Service District rate 
25 percent -- from 10 to 8 cents.

  The increase largely goes for $9.2 
million in capital projects in 2007-08, 
Carter said. A big cost is $7.3M for 
water and sewer line replacement, 
plus saving for possible line extensions 
to new developments, Carter said. 
Another $400,000 buys 15 percent of 
city drinkable water from Asheville.

  Above all, the city begins funding a 
$16 million project to upgrade the water 
treatment plant. The city is borrowing 
$10M of that, paying $1.3 million 
yearly on debt, Carter noted. The other 
$6M comes from water-sewer revenue, 
which will rise with higher rates over 
the next three years, Carter said. The 
water rate for the first 40,000 gallons 
(on top of the base rate) goes up for city 
residents from $2.14 to $2.25, and from 
$3.43 to $3.60 for non-residents. The 
budget projects water sales to increase 
from $6.33M to $7.2M, and sewer 
charges to rise from $3.65M to $4M.

  The budget pays for four recently-
hired police officers and a dispatcher, 
two new street maintenance jobs, 
helps build a skate board park, extends 
Chadwick Avenue across Spartanburg 
Highway to Old Spg. Hwy. to help 
redevelopment there, and starts the 
update of the city land development 
plan.

  While Collis urged the city “lighten 
the waistline” in spending, Mayor Greg 
Newman ended up countering “There’s 
a lot we have to do” such as improving 
roads and recreation and concluded 
it requires 38-cent tax. Earlier in 
the hearing, he suggested a 36-cent 
property tax as “more moderate, and 
certainly more affordable,” hinging on 
hope it’d fund all top projects.

  Council member Barbara Volk 
endorsed a 36-cent rate in a budget 
workshop May 24. Tuesday, she 

initially noted the city could set a rate 
lower now and higher next year. She 
eventually motioned for 38 cents, to 
adequately “fund our needs and wants” 
without dipping into reserves.

  Council member Bill O’Cain 
pushed for a full hike now, and holding 
the rate steady for the next three years 
-- as it’s been for the last three years.

  Expanding Main Street’s winding, 
serpentine pattern in downtown will 
cost about $510,000, Carter estimated. 
Cutting it out would shave one cent 
off the tax rate. Amidst debate on the 
rate, The Tribune asked if Council 
considered holding off on such a 
project to ease taxes. Several Council 
members voiced support for it. One, 
Jon Laughter, said, “Everybody’s 
expecting that to be done.” Slowing 
traffic prompts motorists to better 
notice and patronize downtown stores, 
Newman noted.

Fund Balance – 
 How much to stash away in the 

fund balance was debated. “I’d love 
to put (my paycheck) money into 
my savings account, rather than into 
the city’s saving account,” Collis 
quipped.

  But Volk joined most others 
supporting a hefty fund balance of 

$911,940, which is 45 percent (or 
nearly a half-year) of expenditures but 
“fiscally responsible,” she said. The 
smaller the city, usually the greater 
its fund balance, Carter said. Thus 
Hendersonville (12,237 residents) 
at 45 percent is in range of a Local 
Government Commission sample 
of 32 local governments (including 
Hickory and Boone) in N.C. that 
averaged 21,200 people a fund balance 
of 37.4 percent in 2005-06.

  This extra money is for “flexibility” 
for worthy ad-hoc projects as they 
arise, such as to improve roads or 
traffic flow, Carter said. He also cited 
large unforeseen expenses -- such as 
from sales tax distribution changes, 
or nearly $250,000 in debut payment 
if $2.2 million in sidewalks bonds get 
sold in 2007-08. Storm damage has 
cost the city $335,000 beyond what 
federal FEMA reimbursed, Laughter 
noted. Such ad-hoc spending requires 
Council approval.

  Moving on one such project, the 
city Tuesday decided to study costs 
(lessened by civic group donations) 
and recreation options for developing 
Southside Park.

  Story by Pete Zamplas for The 
Tribune
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about the Afghan female journalist 
murdered in her bed as she slept 
next to her young child, she was shot 
seven times?

For me these actions border on 
treason, surely seditious actions, and 
perhaps one day these journalists 
will come to realize that this fight 
is also for their freedom of press. It 
is beyond appalling now, and I am 
sure as the Gallop Poll reflected, the 
general American public has little to 
no confidence in the MSM.

To our troops and leaders on 
the ground I say “Bravo” never let 
this enemy exploit our humanity in 
seeking a reward for his inhumanity. 
Perhaps one day others will come to 
realize the vicious vile nature of these 
terrorists which we face. If not, then 
let them enter a civilian home being 
used by the Taliban and negotiate their 
surrender.

Regards, Al
Editor’s Note: Retired Army Lt. Col. 

Al West works as an adviser to the 
Afghan Army in Afghanistan. 

Al West reports from Afghanistan
(Continued from page 1)
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Quote of the week:

ASHEVILLE –  Republican 
candidate Robert Pittenger visited 
Western North Carolina last week 
in his run for Lieutenant Governor. 
He carried with him a gavel, which 
symbolizes his campaign and 
what he says is a big problem in 
North Carolina government. In 
an exclusive Tribune interview, 
Pittenger discussed his reason for 
running, his stands on issues and 
his campaign strategy.

First, he explained the gavel. 
While serving in the NC Senate, 
Pittenger said, Republicans were 
often squelched by the Lieutenant 
Governor, who presides over 
the Senate, and that bills and 
amend ment s  i nt roduced by 
members of the minority party 
were routinely discarded. 

He noted that his opponent, 
Senator Walter Dalton, was 
part of existing inner circle that 
limits Republican participation. 
As Chai r man of the Senate 
Appropr ia t ions  Com mit tee , 
according to Pittenger, Dalton 
has overseen a budget that has 
increased over forty percent in his 
tenure. Pittenger noted that this 
year it will pass the fifty percent 
increase mark. He said that the 
budget had skyrocketed while 
services have suffered.

Specif ically, he called the 
North Carolina drop-out rate 
u n a c ce p t able .  H i s  webs i t e 
says, “The liberal politicians in 
Raleigh…have neglected our roads 
and highways, and turned a blind 
eye to the fundamental failures 
of our children’s schools.” In his 
Tribune interview, he said, that 
the state continues to dip into the 
Highway Trust Fund while NC’s 
roads and highways deterioate. 

Pittenger criticized the current 
s y s t e m  of  h ig hw ay  f u n d s 
d isbursement ,   “The money 
should be divided by traffic count, 
not by politicians.” He said that 
currently fifty percent of state 
highway funds were allocated 
by traffic count and fifty percent 
by politicians in a discretionary 
manner. He said, “The money 
should go to where the needs are. 
Eighty percent should by allocated 
by traffic count.”

He criticized North Carolina’s 
tax rate as  “the highest in the 
Southeast” and noted that  we 
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Gaveling in Better Government
Larry Ford

had lost 75,000 jobs to South 
Carolina and Virginia due to our 
tax rates. He also said that while 
North Carolina businesses pay 
high taxes, the state had given 
large corporations, such as Google 
and Dell, hundreds of millions of 
dollars in tax incentives. Pittenger 
favors “redirecting resources 
allocated for incentives to lower 
our individual and corporate tax 
rates. Small businesses generate 
an estimated 70% of new jobs and 
we must do everything we can to 
help them expand.”

He also advocates a restructuring 
of state government to, “provide 
over $2 billion in savings to lower 
our burdensome and excessive 
corporate and individual tax 
rates.” 

As a State Senator, Pittenger 
i n t ro duce d  t he  Ta x paye r s’ 
Protection Act, which would limit 
growth of state government. He 
also introduced the Reduce Tax / 
Cut Government Spending bill, to 
cut corporate and personal income 
tax rates and reduce Medicaid 
fraud, and legislation to repeal the 
Estate and Gift Taxes.

Pittenger also told the Tribune 
that he had introduced several bills 
to combat illegal immigration, 
noting that studies showed a cost 
to North Carolina of 817 million 
dollars annually. One of his bills 
would require non-US citizens to 

present valid passports from their 
country and valid documentation 
from the US government showing 
they are in the US legally in order 
to obtain a NC driver’s license. 

Another Pittenger bill would 
prohibit state economic incentives 
from going to companies that 
employ i l lega l s  a nd  wou ld 
require state agencies to verify 
legality of person requesting state 
assistance. 

He co-sponsored bills to allow 
NC gover nment agencies to 
assist the US government with 

enforcement of immigrat ion 
policies, a bill to eliminate income 
tax deductions for compensation 
paid to illegals and one which 
would require non-resident drivers 
with foreign driver’s licenses to 
produce documentation of legal 
presence in the US.

Pittenger said that he planned 
several more trips to Western 
North Carolina in coming months. 
He said that it was unfortunate 
but true that modern statewide 
campaigns also required a great 
deal of media exposure and were 
very expensive. 

He noted that most people 
probably did not realize that 
the Democrats had such a tight 
control over North Carolina’s 
s t a t e  gove r n ment .  He  sa id 
that it was imperative that the 
message be presented to all North 
Carolinians.

When asked about his opponent’s 
home base of Rutherford County, 
Pittenger said, “Look at his record. 
He has not represented the views 
of Western North Carolina but 
is part the current leadership. 
To make positive changes for 
our future, we must change the 
leadership in Raleigh. Only then 
can we arrive at new solutions 
and solve the problems facing our 
families and holding back our 
businesses.”

Robert Pittenger talks with former Sheriff George Erwin.
Photo by Larry Ford.


